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mann is more reliable. The low price at which the edition is sold makes it 
available for any one, and the only regret which I have in connection with 
this edition is that the portrait which was bound up with the third edition 
has been omitted from this. 

In the accompanying appendix which contains the contributions toward 
the history of the text and of the text revision, and an index of the changes 
and corrections, one new source has been utilized, namely, an index of 
corrections published in 1794 by G. S. A. Mellin. Most of the very numer- 
ous changes and corrections are of an obvious sort, and the judgment of 
the author upon more doubtful matters is always well considered, and often 
fortified by a reference to Kant's general usage, even if it does not seem 
to be absolutely convincing. It is, however, an illustration of the irony of 
text revision, that one finds evidences in Erdmann's own writing of the 
fallibility of even such an indefatigable editor and reviser. On page 8, 
Erdmann is made to refer to the Critique as analytic and the Prolegomena 
as synthetic, where, of course, these terms should be reversed ; and on page 
14, the word star ken is used where schnvachen is evidently in place. Unless 
the new edition of Kant, undertaken by the Berlin Academy, shall be able 
to produce a still more accurate and reliable text, the careful student of 
Kant will find Erdmann's edition and notes indispensable for his work. 

J. H. Tufts. 
University of Chicago. 

The History of the Devil and the Idea of Evil from the earliest times to 
the present day. By Paul Carus. Chicago, the Open Court Publish- 
ing Co., 1900. — pp. xvi, 496. 

This is a handsome book — sumptuously printed and profusely illustrated. 
The author construes his title generously, including in its scope the re- 
ligions and philosophies of Egypt, Chaldea, Persia, India, as well as of 
Judaism, and Christendom. The pictures, gathered from a wide range of 
source and well reproduced, are curious and interesting ; and the weird 
effect of the volume is heightened by the head- and tail-pieces of the 
chapters, printed in color under the letter-press. The letter-press itself, 
clearly meant for the general reader rather than for the trained scholar, is 
compiled in the main from reputable authorities, though not always at first 
hand. The author's original contribution lies mainly in philosophical in- 
terpretation and moral reflection. Whatever it lacks in thoroughness and 
sometimes even in accuracy, the book will be found both entertaining and 
suggestive. 

George L. Burr. 

Das Grundgesetz alles neuro-psychischen Lebens. Von Julius Pikler. 

Leipzig, Joh. Ambr. Barth, 1900. — pp. xiii, 254. 

This is a book that one may read with pleasure when one feels inclined 
to give ear to speculative thought ; but it is rather trying to read it when 
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one is looking for a really scientific treatment of a problem, a treatment 
that is based on clear definitions. The author recognizes this himself. His 
problem is to explain why certain stimuli produce certain muscular move- 
ments, and why certain states of consciousness call forth certain other 
states of consciousness. The common physiological explanation of the first 
fact is, that there are special nervous connections between motor and sensory 
nerves ; the common psychological explanation of the second fact is, that 
certain ideas are associated with other ideas. Both explanations the author 
declares invalid, or at least insufficient. The evolutionist theory assumes 
that in the beginning of the evolution of the nervous system any stimulus 
brought about contractions of all muscles, and that later certain move- 
ments became differentiated. This theory the author rejects as it cannot 
explain why this differentiation took place. He further assumes that there 
is in every organism a certain ' vital motion ' of a certain ' direction. ' The 
cessation of this vital motion is death. The vital motion may be regarded 
as the resultant of a number of components. States of consciousness are, 
as it were, immediate perceptions of the * antagonism ' or ' coincidence ' of 
these components. When a stimulus causes equal innervation of all parts 
of the organism, those movements actually occur whose retrograde action 
upon the nervous system is favorable to the direction of the vital motion at 
that time. The fundamental neuro-psychical fact is, that while a new 
motion in the nervous system takes place, the earlier ones do not simply 
cease, but with the new motion form a new resultdnt. Much emphasis is 
laid upon the connection between displeasure or pleasure and, on the other 
hand, antagonism or coincidence of the vital motion in general and a 
special vital motion caused by a peripheral stimulus. The book, from the 
indefiniteness of the terms used, is easily readable and certainly not unin- 
teresting. 

Max Meyer. 
University of Missouri. 
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